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Optimism is alive and well in the Great 

Ohio District 

We are still here and serving our youth 

and our communities 

Clubs canõt meet in person, but with tele-

phones, zoom meeting, etc, we continue on 

honoring our youth, caring and feeding 

those in need and doing what is needed. 

WE, as Optimists have learned to go on 

even under the hardest of times. 

We Will Prevail 

Continuing our Mission, our Vision and 

our purposes 

Living our creed 
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Message from our Governor  

Myron Rheaume  
 

Dear Fellow Optimists  
 
At this time of the Pandemic Crisis, we are all 
awaiting the time when any, if not all, of our life 
and routines can approach something akin to 
"normal". I personally, am confused when I 
hear and read about a "new normal" and what 
the prognosticators predict that will be.  
 
What I do know is that "I am an Optimist",  and 
whatever a "new normal" turns out to be, do-
ing what we do as Optimists will still be our 
mission to "bring out the best in youth, our 
communities and ourselves".  
 
We may need to adapt our approach, "tweak" a 
few methodologies, and social distance, but 
our resolve, cooperation and determination 
will see us through.  
 
Stay safe, be Optimist strong!  
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There were two awards not announced at the February 
Awards Banquet, since those two people were not in 
attendance. I went to the two clubs to present those 
special awards for the Road to SuccessðOptimist 100 
year of 2018-19.  
 
The Humanitarian Award for 2018 -19 was presented 
to Dave Gleason  at the Greenemont Voices Optimist 
Club for his dedication and work with special needs 
adults.  
 
The other was another District Hall of Fame 
Award   for 2018 -19  which was presented to Mike 
Bevis, at the Centerville Noon Optimist Club. Mike is 
also very active in the Greene Optimist Club. 
 
Three clubs received the Centennial Distinguished 
Optimist Club Awards for 2018 -19: Kettering Noon 
Optimist Club, Centerville Noon Optimist Club, and 
Wapakoneta Noon Optimist Club.  Those banner 
award patches has been sent to the clubs. 
 
 
Sue Armstrong, Gov. 2018 -2019 

The Great Ohio District of OI       
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The Ohio District Oratorical Contest  was 

conducted Saturday, May 2, via Zoom --- on schedule! 
All contestants proved themselves worthy to share 
their dreams "Just iMagine a World Without Boun-
daires"  and represent the Great Ohio District at the 
Northeast & Great Lakes Region's contest in (virtual) 
St. Louis July 15-17, 2020; but, just one speaker pre-
vailed.  
 

Clayton Harris , a senior representing the Van Wert 

Club (Region 2) placed first and earned a $3,500 
scholarship (combined monies from OI and the Bill 
O'Neil Memorial Scholarship from the District).  
 

Caleb Kocsis , a sophomore representing the 

Strongsville Club (Region 1) earned a second place 
and a $2,500 scholarship.  
 

Lily Bradley , a sophomore representing Kettering 

Noon (Region 3) earned third place and a $1,500 
scholarship.  
 
Both Kocsis and Bradley have the opportunity to com-
pete again next year. It was a highly competitive field 
and the other speakers (Marquis Globokar - Strongs-
ville, Karina Delgado - Lima Shawnee, and Faith Dunn 
- Centerville Noon) should be very proud.  
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Ohio District Essay Contest  

 

The winner of the 2019 -2020 District Essay 
contest is Marina Shenouda from the Lima 
Shawnee Club. Second place was Kathe-
rine Wagner of Centerville Noon and 3

rd
 

place was Brandon Noel of the Boardman 
Club. We had 16 clubs send in entries.  

Kelly George,  
Ohio District 2019 -20  
District Essay Chairperson  

Marina Shenouda lives in Lima, attends 
Shawnee High School and is 17 years old. 
Marinaôs essay had a word count of 789. 
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The winning Essay  
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