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Dear Ohio District Optimists, 
 
     Join us for the First Quarter District Conference – Celebrating Change and a New 
Optimist Year! 
 
     As we begin this exciting new Optimist year, we invite you to join us for our 1st Quarter 
District Conference, taking place November 14–15., 2025, at the Embassy Suites 
Columbus, Dublin 5100 Upper Metro Place, Dublin, Ohio. This will be our first opportunity of 
the year to come together, reconnect, and refocus on what unites us — our shared mission 
of bringing out the best in youth, our communities, and ourselves. 
 
     Our theme this month, “Celebrating Change,” reminds us that while change is often 
challenging, it is also what helps us grow. Whether within our clubs, our communities, or in 
the world around us, change can lead to progress and renewed hope. As we witness the 
efforts toward peace, we’re reminded that even the hardest changes can bring forth 
powerful transformation — and that optimism plays a vital role in moving from struggle to 
strength. Let’s celebrate that spirit together as we strengthen our District at our 1st Quarter 
Conference! 
 
     In addition to great fellowship, learning, and inspiration, we’ve added a fun incentive for 
the first and second quarter conferences! Everyone who attends the November 2025 and/or 
the February 2026 conference will automatically be entered into a special Governor's Raffle 
drawing.  
 
     The prize?  
     A beautifully decorated basket and watering can filled with 250 lottery tickets!  
 
     It’s a playful reminder that optimism helps “grow” good things.  Feeling lucky? Additional 
tickets can be purchased at each conference, 1 (one) for $5.00 or 5 (five) for $20.00. 
Drawing will be held on Saturday, February 7, 2026, at the second quarter conference 
dinner. 
 
     We hope you’ll join us in Dublin as we kick off the 2025–2026 Optimist year with 
positivity, purpose, and peace. Full registration details, costs, and schedule are included in 
the meeting call: 
 
Celebrating Optimism, 
 
Governor Debbie  
 

                                                        



OHIO DISTRICT OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
1ST QUARTER CONFERENCE 

“Celebrating Optimism” 
NOVEMBER 14TH AND 15TH 2025 

Thursday, November 13, 2025 
7:00 – 8:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting – Via Zoom 

Friday, November 14, 2025 
5:30 – 7:30 pm Embassy Suites Manager’s Reception – Atrium – For Registered Hotel Guests 
6:30 – 10:00 pm Hospitality Room – Suite (TBD) 

Saturday, November 15, 2025 
Attendees staying Friday evening at Embassy Suites receive a full breakfast with hotel stay. 
Coffee and tea are available in meeting room. 
All raffles, fines, and happy bucks benefit Ohio JOI District. 

8:00 am Registration Table Opens in Dublin A 
OIF, JOI, Various Displays, JOI Raffle 

9:00 am General Session – District Business Dress 
Call to Order – Sgt-at-Arms Brian Lewis 
General Welcome – Governor Debbie Walsh 
Invocation – Chaplain Cynthia Blake 
Pledge of Allegiance – Governor Elect Chuck Hillman 
Passing of Gavel – Past Governors & Governor – Immediate Past Governor 

     Terry Schalnat 
Welcome Introductions - Dignitaries & First Timers – Governor Debbie Walsh            
Introduction of 2025-2026 Ohio District Team – Governor Debbie Walsh  
Installation of Board of Directors – Sue Armstrong Former OI Regional VP. 
-Recess General Session – Sgt-at-Arms Brian Lewis-

9:30 am Open District Board Meeting - Sgt-at-Arms Brian Lewis
• Who Can Vote & Why – Parliamentarian Jean Pummill
• Approval of Minutes – District Secretary Amy Schwan
• Approval of Financial Report – District Treasurer Jeff Umbreit
• Approval  of 2025-2026 Ohio District Budget – District Treasurer Jeff

Umbreit



• Old Business:  
• New Business:  

          -Close District Board Meeting & Re-Open General Session - Sgt-at-Arms Brian Lewis- 
9:45  am  Address from International President Tom Kendo 
9:50  am                 “Be The Change” 
9:55  am                  Activity “Past Present & Future” 
10:10  am                Presidential Incentives  
10:25  am                2025-26 Goals and Objectives 
10:45  am   Break 
11:00  am  JOI Kids and Presentation 
11:15  am  Respect for Law – Sierjie Lash  
11:30 am  OI Foundation – District Foundation Rep Judy Martinson 
11:45 pm  Fines & Happy Bucks - Sgt-at-Arms Brian Lewis 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch – Dublin A 

• JOI raffle drawing – 12:45 pm 
1:00 pm              The 2026 Optimist International Convention- Terry Schalnat, Immediate 
           Past Governor 
1:30 pm                  OI Ohio License Plate Kickoff ( Guest Speaker)                  
2:00 pm           Committee Reports – 5-10 minutes each presentation 

• Oratorical – Chair Debe Dockins 
• Essay – Chair Rick Buchannan 
• CCDHH – Chair Paul Boyer 
• Membership Awards – Chair Mike Bevis 

2:45 pm                 Break 
3:00 pm  Video: “Membership Growth Strategies” 
3:30 pm           New Club Building : How we built our newest new Young Adult Club –  
       Mike Bevis, Mason Mcswegin & Rick Armstrong 
4:00 pm                  Wrap up and Closing- Optimist Creed   
4:15 – 6:00 pm  Hospitality Suite open 
5:30 – 7:30 pm Embassy Suites Manager’s Reception – Atrium – For Registered Hotel Guests 
6:00 pm  Banquet Dinner – Metro Room 
7:30 – 10:00 pm District Hospitality Room - Suite (TBD) 

 

Take back to your Clubs all of the information shared this weekend.  
Celebrate Optimism! Have a safe and Optimistic trip home. 



Register Now 
Online Conference and Payment: 

https://ohiodistrictoptimist.org/registration/ 

Make a Room Reservation: 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/ohiodistrictoptimistnovember2025-96w/

 (Deadline for Room Reservations is  November 1st) 

https://ohiodistrictoptimist.org/registration/


OHIO DISTRICT OF OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

                                                                      2024-2025 4th QUARTER 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY, August 14th, 2025, at 7:00pm 

BY ZOOM 

 

 

Call to Order: The fourth quarter Executive Meeting was called to order by Sergeant at Arms 
Brian Lewis at 7:01 pm.  

“Welcome and Thank You” By Governor Terry Schalnat 

Attendance: The following members of the Executive Committee were present: 

Governor Terry Schalnat, Past Governor Bill Stone, Governor Elect Debbie Walsh, District 
Secretary Jean Pummill, District Treasurer Sarah Umbreit, Lt. Governors:  Zone 1- Chuck Hillman 
Zone 2- Sierjie Lash Zone 5- Chris Muth Zone 6- Ann Morrissey  

Also, present was Sergeant at Arms Brian Lewis, Darrel Basford Bulletin Chair 

 Acceptance of Minutes: District Secretary Jean Pummill requested a motion to accept the 
minutes of the 3rd Quarter 2024-2025 Executive Committee and Conference minutes as 
presented which was sent out at least 30 days prior to the Zoom Meeting. Governor Elect 
Debbie Walsh motioned. Lt Governor Ann Morrissey seconded. Motion passed with no dissent. 

Acceptance of Financial Report: District Secretary Sarah Umbreit requested a motion to 
approve the 3rd Quarter 2024-2025 Ohio District Financials as presented that was sent out at 
least 30 days prior to the Executive Board Zoom Meeting. District Secretary Jean Pummill 
motioned. Governor Elect Debbie Walsh seconded. Motion passed with no dissent. 

Old Business: 

None 

New Business:  

Governor Terry reported that the Lt Governors were to look to see if all of their clubs had their 
dues paid. 

Governor Elect Debbie Walsh announced her leadership team as: 

Past Governor Bill Stone from Centerville Noon and Past Governor Ray Able from Van Wert as 
Assistants to the Governor. 



District Secretary Amy Schwan from Akron Breakfast 

District Treasurer Jeff Umbreit from Centerville Noon 

Sgt at Arms Brian Lewis from Kettering DorWood 

Lt Governor for Zone 1 John Van Meter 3rd from Bazetta Courtland 

Lt Governor for Zone 2 Sierjie Lash from Akron Noon 

Lt Governor for Zone 4 Mandy Phillips from Toledo 

Lt Governor for Zone 5 Chris Muth from Huber Heights 

Lt Governor for Zone 6 Rick Armstrong from Kettering DorWood 

Lt Governor for Zone 7 TBD 

Lt Governor for Zone 8 Darrell Rice from Fairfield 

Lt Governor Chuck Hillman moved that The Governor Elect’s Leadership Team be approved. Lt 
Governor Ann Morrissey seconded. Motion passed with no dissent. 

 

Adjournment at 7:09 

 

Zone Reports were given by all that were in attendance. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Jean Pummill- District Secretary 

 

 

 



OHIO DISTRICT OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

4th QUARTER  

August 15th, 2024 First Business Session 

 at the Hope Hotel in Fairborn, Ohio 

Call to Order: The First Business Session of the Ohio District Convention was called to order at 5:30 pm 
by acting Sgt-at-Arms Rick Armstrong. 

Attendance: The following District Officers were present:  Governor Terry Schalnat, President Designate 
Debbie Walsh, District Secretary Jean Pummill, Lt Governor Chuck Hillman Zone 1, Lt Governor Chris 
Muth Zone 5 

International President Jan Oord Graves 

Club Presidents or their representatives as reported by the official registration records.  

Invocation: The invocation was given by Chaplain Sandie Grindel 

Pledge of Allegiance: The pledge of allegiance was led by Governor Designate Debbie Walsh. 

Opening Remarks: Governor Terry welcomed everyone. 

Approval of Convention Rules that was published in the Convention Handbook was moved for 
acceptance by Past OI Vice President Sue Armstrong and seconded by Past Governor Bill Stone. Motion 
passed.  

Ohio Convention Committee Report was presented by Chairs Sue Labatzky and Judy Martinson. 

Credentials Chair Report was presented by Secretary Jean Pummill. There were 8 clubs registered in 
good standing with 71 votes. 

Candidate Qualifications report was given by Past Governor Bill Stone. Bill announced that Charles 
Hillman from Boardman 24043 met the criteria to be Governor.  

Nominations were requested from the Floor from Governor Terry.  

Close of the first business session at 5:43 pm by acting Sgt. Of Arms Rick Armstrong. 

Governor Terry Schalnat closed the meeting with the Optimist Creed. 

6:30- Friendship Dinner  

8:00- 10:00- Snacks and Hors D’oeuvres were provided by Bazetta Cortland, Centerville Noon and East 
Dayton Optimist Clubs 

  

 

 



                                           OHIO DISTRICT OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

4th QUARTER 

August 16th, 2025 Second Business Session 

at the Hope Hotel in Fairborn, Ohio 

 

 

Governor Terry Schalnat welcomed everyone at 9:00 am.  

The Memorial Service was presented by Chaplain Sandie Grindel honoring and remembering all of the 
Ohio Optimist members who had passed this year. 

Attendance: The following District Officers were present: Governor Terry Schalnat, Past Governor Bill 
Stone, Past Governor Greg Griffin, Governor Designate Debbie Walsh, District Treasurer Sarah Umbreit, 
District Secretary Jean Pummill, Lt Governors: Chuck Hillman Zone 1, Mandy Phillips Zone 4, Chris Muth 
Zone 5, Ann Morrissey Zone 6  

International OI President Jan Oord Graves and husband Ron 

Club Presidents or their representatives as reported by the official registration records.  

The Second Business Session was called to order by Sgt of Arms Brian Lewis at 9:10 am. 

Invocation was led by Chaplain Sandie Grindel 

Posting of the Colors was presented by the Beavercreek HS Air Force ROTC 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Governor Designate Debbie Walsh 

The Proclamation from The Mayor of Fairborn, was read by Governor Terry.  

Open Second Business Session by Sgt at Arms Brian Lewis at 9:30am. 

Opening and Introductions by Governor Terry Schalnat and the Welcoming of First Timers. 

Credentials Chair Report was presented by District Secretary Jean Pummill. Jean reported that there 
were 18 clubs represented in good standing with 98 votes. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership Awards Presentation- Membership Chair Mike Bevis presented awards to the 
membership. 

Awards and Achievements Online Report- District Secretary Jean Pummill reminded everyone that the 
Achievements and Awards report is online and due by October 15th. This replaces the old “A&A Report”. 
To find it go to the Ohio District website and select Resources>Club Secretary>Honor/Distinguished Club 
Form. Select Final Honor Club Report and when you are done, select submit. 



The Second Business Session was recessed at 9:45am by Sgt of Arms Brian Lewis. 

Open District Board Meeting was called to order at 9:50am by Sgt of Arms Brian Lewis. 

Approval of Minutes was moved for approval by District Secretary Jean Pummill. Steve Young from 
Bellbrook seconded. Motion passed with no dissent. 

Approval of the Financial Report was moved for approval by District Treasurer Sarah Umbreit. 
Seconded by Judy Martinson from Kettering Noon. Motion passed with no dissent. 

Old Business/New Business: 

Approval of appointed Lt Governors: Governor Designate Debbie Walsh moved for approval of her 
Leadership Team that was presented at the Executive Board. Past Governor Bill Stone seconded. Motion 
passed with no dissent. 

Final Candidate Qualifications Report: Per Past Governor Bill Stone there was one candidate for the 
2026-2027 Governor, Chuck Hillman from Boardman 24043. There were no floor nominations.   

Secretary Jean Pummill cast one vote for the candidate on behalf of the entire District for Governor Elect 
Chuck Hillman. 

Applause and standing ovation. 

Nomination Speeches: Governor Elect Chuck Hillman introduced himself and shared a few words with 
the attendees. 

Close Second Business Session at 10:06 am. 

Break from 10:10 – 10:30 am 

Keynote Speaker: Rick Willits Director of Development at Lehman Catholic High School.   

District Foundation Rep Bill Stone talked about the Foundation 

Fines and Happy Bucks by Sgt-at-Arms  

Appreciation Lunch was hosted by DorWood Optimist Club. 

Governor Terry’s raffle basket and OIF raffles drawings 

Entertainment by the Brockman Brothers. 

1:30 JOI Update from their adventure at the 2nd Summit.  

1:45 Brief Summaries of the Breakout Sessions 

1:55 Closing Remarks by Governor Terry Schalnat 

2:00- 2:45- Breakouts 

                    Optimist Lead Presentation by Mike Zywein 

                    Marketing by Marketing Chair Diane Arehart 

                    Membership by Mike Bevis 



2:45- 4:45- Officer Training (Lt Governor, Secretary, Treasurer and Club Chairs) with Governor Designate 
Debbie Walsh & Team 

2:45- 4:45- Service Project Activity- Sorting School Supplies for donation to Beavertown School in 
Kettering. 

4:45-6:00- Socialize on your own 

6:00 Governor’s 77th Annual Celebration Banquet hosted by Kettering Noon 

Emcee- Debe Dockins 

Invocation- Chaplin Sandie Grindel 

State of Ohio District – Governor Terry Schalnat 

Keynote Adress: International President Jan Oord Graves 

Introduction and Installation of the 2025-2026 Team 

Comments from Governor Designate Debbie Walsh.  

Presentation of the Governor’s Green Jacket and gifts to Governor Terry by Past Governor Bill and Past 
First Lady Kelly Stone. 

Governor Terry closed the festivities with the Optimist Creed. 

Entertainment followed by an Elvis Impersonator who is a member of the Hilliard Optimist Club. 

A great time was had by all. 

 

Submitted by Jean Pummill 

Ohio District Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









Ohio District (#24) Optimist International Budget 2025-2026

Account
Number Catagories

BUDGET
2025-2026

Disitrict Operating

Receipts
100.01 District Dues (1,700 Reg. Members x $13) 22,100  
100.02 Special Needs Members (75 Members x $2) 150  
100.03 College Members (40 Members x $2) 80  

110 Allotment from Ol (1,800 Reg. Members x $1) 1,800  
120 District Convention (FY 4Q Dist. Meeting) 10,000  
130 District Meetings & Conferences (Fy 1Q-3Q Dist. Meetings) 10,500  
133 District Spouse & Guest Fund (1st Lady Raffle, FY 4Q Conv.) 800  
143 District JOI 15,000  
160 Interest 2 
180 Other Revenue (Supply Sales, Donations, Etc.) -  

Total Operating Receipts 60,432  

Disbursements:
200 Governor 2,500  
210 Lt. Governors 2,500  
250 Secretary 600  
253 Treasurer 600  
255 Governor Elect 1,400  
260 Past Governor 500  
265 Committee Chairs -  
300 Postage 100  
320 Stationary/Office Supplies/Printing 500  
330 District ElectronicWebsite & Email 1,100  
350 District Convention (FY 4Q Dist. Meeting) 10,000  
355 Long Range/Strategic Planning -  
360 District Meetings (Venue Charges, FY 1Q-3Q Dist. Meetings) 12,050  
363 District Spouse & Guest Fund 300  
365 Hospitality Committee Supplies (FY 1Q-4Q Dist. Meetings) 600  
370 Oratorical (FY 3Q Dist. Meeting) 800  
371 Oratorical Contest Travel (Dist Winner Trvl-St Louis Nationals) 1,000   
373 District JOI 15,000  
375 CCDHH (FY 3Q Dist. Meeting, Interpretor, Plaque, Supplies, Lunch) 250  
385 New Club Building (3 @ $100/Club) 300  
386 Membership Incentives (Current Yr Qtrly. Incentives) -  
390 Essay Contests (FY 3Q Dist. Meeting, Plaque, Supplies, Lunch) 350  
400 Badges, Pins & District Jackets 500  



Ohio District (#24) Optimist International Budget 2025-2026

Account
Number Catagories

BUDGET
2025-2026

410 Awards (Prior Gov. District Board Thank You, FY 2Q Dist. Meeting) 1,250  
420 Bank Fees & Audit 100  
450 Gifts (Dignitaries @ Dist Convention ONLY; NTE $75ea) 225  
470 Miscellaneous -      
480 Previous Administration Expenses * -      
490 Convention Trading Pins (Incoming Gov. Pins) 500     
500 Int'l Convention- Governor 1,200  
510 Int'l Convention-  Lt.Gov.Elects (Max $400 Ea.) 1,200  
540 Int'l Convention - Secretary Elect 1,000  
545 Int'l Convention - Treasurer Elect 1,000  
550 Int"l Convention - Governor Elect 1,500  
560 Int'l Convention- Dist Headqtrs (Past Gov. Dist Dinner/Hosp. Suite) -      
570 Int'l Convention- Dist Ambassador (Past Gov.) 750     

Total Operating Disbursements 59,675  

Net Operating Receipts (Disbursements) 757  

Total District Operating Cash (Includes JOI & Savings Balances):
Beginning Cash Balance 34,422$   

Plus: Receipts During the Period 60,432$   
Less: Disbursements During the Period (59,675)$   

Ending Cash Balance 35,179$   

JOI Balance of District Checking (JOI Balance ONLY):
Beginning Cash Balance 1,289$   

Plus: Receipts During the Period 15,000$   
Less: Disbursements During the Period (15,000)$   

Ending Cash Balance 1,289$   

District Savings (Savings Balance ONLY):
Beginning Cash Balance 5,998$   

Plus: Receipts During the Period 2$   
Less: Disbursements During the Period -$   

Ending Cash Balance 6,000$   

Total District Operating Cash (Net of JOI & Savings Balances):
Beginning Cash Balance 27,135$   

Plus: Receipts During the Period 45,430$   
Less: Disbursements During the Period (44,675)$   

Ending Cash Balance 27,890$   



Ohio District (#24) Optimist International Budget 2025-2026

Account
Number Catagories

BUDGET
2025-2026

District Jr. Golf Championship Account:
150.3 Cash from Prior Admin: Jr Golf Championship

145 Junior Golf Championship Receipts 10,000  
Total Receipts 10,000  

380 Junior Golf Championship Disbursements 10,000  
Total Disbursement 10,000  

Net Receipts (Disbursements) -  

District Jr. Golf Championship Checking Balance:
Beginning Cash Balance 1,694  

Plus: Receipts During the Period 10,000  
Less: Disbursements During the Period (10,000)  

Ending Cash Balance 1,694  

District Scholarship Account:
150.4 Cash from Prior Admin: District Scholarship
185 Scholarship Account Receipts 5,000  
161 Interest Scholarship Receipts

Total Receipts 5,000  

585 District Scholarship Account Disbursements 5,000  
Total Disbursements 5,000  

Net Receipts (Disbursements) -  

District Scholarship Checking Balance:
Beginning Cash Balance 2,994$   

Plus: Receipts During the Period 5,000$   
Less: Disbursements During the Period (5,000)$   

Ending Cash Balance 2,994$   
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